
Health Emergenc

Decision
pending
says EPA

It could be another two weeks
before the Environmental Protection
Agency declares a public health emer-
gency in Libby, reported Wendy
Thomi, community involvement coor-
dinator, at the March 28 Community
Advisory Group meeting.

Thomi said she was passing along a
report from on-site coordinator Paul
Peronard.

Previously, at a CAG meeting,
Peronard reported EPA Director
Christy Todd Whitman was supportive
of the Region 8 Office's work and
direction in Libby.

However, there/are many issues
associated with both the determination
and the removal of vermiculite insula-
tion that require further deliberation.

EPA has never made a determination
of a public health emergency using its
Superfund authority, therefore the
decision whether to use this authority
at Libby must be carefully considered,
he said.

Peronard is seeking the health emer-
gency declaration to receive the
authority to remove vermiculite insula-
tion from Libby area homes and busi-
nesses.

Superfund listing does not give the
EPA the authority to remove insulation
from structures unless there is a health
emergency.

"We are doing the planning and
gearing up the contractors as if we
were approved to take advantage of
the summer construction season,"
Thomi told CAG last week.

Jim Christiansen, the Libby
Superfund cleanup coordinator, is
planning an extensive sampling season
with the goal to test nearly every home
in Libby, she continued.

Also, Thomi reported that the EPA
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See EPA Cleanup on Page 7


